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Transportation and Communication 

The History and Economics of Transport. By Adam W. Kiek- 
aldy and Alfred Dudley Evans. (London : Sir Isaac Pit- 
man and Sons, Ltd. ; New York : D. Van Nostrand Company. 
N.d. Pp. ix, 338. $3.) 
The Rise of Rail-Power m War and Conquest, 1833-1914. With 
a Bibliography. By Edwin A. Pratt. (London: P. S. 
King and Son. 1915. Pp. xii, 405. 7s. 6d.) 
Designed as a textbook for the use of university students, The 
History and Economics of Transport presents in as simple and 
brief a manner as possible the major facts in the history of the 
evolution of modern transport, and the concomitant evolution of 
the complex economic problems which today are of such vital 
moment in the development of trade and industry. After an in- 
troduction covering the early history of overland and canal trans- 
port, and the economic problems associated therewith, the material 
is treated under three heads in separate sections of the book : The 
Railway in the United Kingdom and Abroad; Railway and Canal 
Economics; Shipping and Ocean Transport. 

The most interesting chapters are those dealing with railway 
economics. This field is one in which controversy is rife and in 
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which conditions are changing with great rapidity, so that the 
average book on the subject is likely to present the matter in 
partisan fashion, to defend some thesis or expound some theory. 
The writers of the present volume have succeeded admirably in 
suppressing any special bias they may have had. They present 
the subject in an impartial manner. In clearing away the fog of 
argument and in throwing into relief the basic problems and con- 
flicts which inevitably have arisen and must arise from the nature 
of the relationships between the operators of various forms of 
transport and the public, the authors have performed a real service. 
The style of the book is marred occasionally by slip-shod sen- 
tence construction, and the use of neologisms is too frequent to 
escape the notice of even the most casual reader. Otherwise, the 
book is ably prepared. And, while it is written entirely from a 
British point of view, the subject-matter is so fundamental in char- 
acter that the book throws much light on American conditions and 
would serve as an excellent reference text in courses on railway 
economics. 

As a statement of the history of rail power in war, The Rise of 
Rail-Power in War and Conquest is very serviceable and, at the 
moment, of great interest, since it contains the salient facts to be 
found only by searching through an immense number of technical 
books and reports. In a brief way it reviews the development of 
the use of railways in warfare and their employment for purposes 
of economic, political, and even territorial conquest in time of 
peace. The profound influences exerted upon military strategy 
by the introduction of railway transportation are pointed out in 
detail, and the gradual development and increase in complexity of 
this strategy is made clear by a study of the use of railways in the 
principal wars in the world since the year 1833. Especial care is 
given to showing the role played by railways as a causative factor 
in the tremendous increase in the size of armies, and in the widen- 
ing of the radius of action of these enormous forces. This factor, 
to u great degree, has made possible the imperialistic expansion of 
several nations, particularly in Africa, and has, of course, reacted 
indirectly, but none the less profoundly, upon the economics of 
foreign trade. 

The author considers the employment of railways in war under 
several heads : military railways, built solely for military purposes 
and not used commercially; strategic railways, built primarily 
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for the purpose of furthering military aims and conquests, but 
used commercially in time of peace ; and commercial railways, used 
only incidentally in time of war. The history of these various 
types in their relation to actual warfare and to preparations for 
war is given for each of the important nations of Europe and for 
the United States, and the building and purposes of the strategic 
railways in Africa, Asia Minor, and elsewhere, is accorded ex- 
tended treatment. Of especial interest are the chapters on Rail- 
way Ambulance Transport, Strategic Railways, and the develop- 
ment of special Railway Troops. 

The work is well documented, and in treating of any country, 
the author, wherever possible, uses the works of native writers and 
the reports of the government in question to support his observa- 
tions and conclusions. An excellent bibliography is appended. 

James Baedin. 

University of Virginia. 
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